When you hear the word “family,” what image comes
to mind? The parents who raised you? The children
you're raising (or may raise someday)? The friends
you've chosen to support you? Or perhaps a generic
blank slate two adults two klds a dog named Spot?

SMarations AVe See pa """ ) :"-

we think about family, ushering in
a broader |dea of what the term really rneans In fact,
72 percent of adults now agree that there is more than
one way to define the term “family"and 99 percent say
families have changed compared to a generation ago,
according to a Harris lnteractwe poll comm:ssroned
by REDBOOK and Lawyers com. But at the same time we
are struggling 1o accept thist :."5*': rMmaLion 70 percent
of those polled say farnrlles have changed for the worse,
even as much of family life has changed for the better.
From all the statistics and all the stories, one
clear truth comes through: The American family will
never be the same. Turn the page to meet 10 families
who are building ties of love, commitment, and
kinship in ways both new and old. Then check out
the full results of our survey on page 216.

by Sarah Elizabeth Richards




THE
CHANGING
SHAPE

OF THE
AMERICAN
FAMILY

i When they first got married, Julie,
| (== <= l= -~ alawyer, and Jason, CEO of an
| online media company, weren't
= ready to have children. Now, 11
NI YT | 1O years later, they've decided their
LV VAL AL L) family is complete as is.

LIE: “Raising children is difficult, and we've always
felt it didn't make sense to have kids unless we were
absolutely certain that we wanted them. As the years
went by, we talked about it, but the time never really
seemed right. Once | was over 40, | felt strongly that
| didn’t want children. Jason has sometimes felt differ-
ently, but now he likes not having them.

CUsS on €ach other -

ving fun together We re close 10 our extended
famal:es and see them as often as possible—in fact, we
recently took a trip to Lake Tahoe with my entire family,
including a dozen nieces and nephews.

“I have a very difficult job and am some-
times away for weeks at a time. But it's
exiremely interesting, and most days there's
really nothing I'd rather be doing. | don't say

e e S -t that | couldn’t have this career if I'd had
EEQE:E(:SPE;m Aapalies e Ciend Raising children, but rt would have been much,
zhildren is the  much more difficult.

keeping with tradition 15252 5 g chiden n ot i o,y

having children. In fact, with Jason, my
Married nine years with two children, Stacie, an

family, and my friends, | am lucky to have

administrative assistant, and Angel, an electrical so much love in my life. Love and commitment is what

contractor, represent the classic nuclear family. makes you a family. You don't need children to have
love and commitment. And if you don't have love and

STACIE: "Angel and | first met when | was 15 years commitment, children won't magically provide them.”

old, but we were just passing acquaintances. Ten
years later, we met again, and this time it was love at
first (second!) sight. We were married in the church
my entire family still attends in west Philadelphia.

“We knew right from the start that we would try
for two kids. Angel is a wonderful father and hus-
band who has a boundless desire to provide for his
family. |'ve thought about having more children, but
our family of four feels just right. Having two kids
enables us to do more financially. We can give our
kids the best education and take vacations. And in a
family this size, there’s a lot of order and continuity.
The girls don't have to compete for attention, and we
can divide our time equally between them. We also fit
perfectly in amusement park rides, picnic tables,
and hotel rooms.

“We both grew up with strong family values, and
we continue those traditions. We always sit down at
the table for dinner and rotate saying grace. We take
salsa classes as a family and read Bible stories every
night. As a parent, |'ve had a wonderful model to
follow in my own parents. They were very nurturing,
always sharing an abundance of love and instilling
Christian virtues in me from birth. There are so many
different family options and lifestyles in the world
today, and yet | have no regrets in continuing the
traditional family model—it works for us!

“QOur family of four is like the perfect square.
Every side is taken care of. We're not the Cleavers,
but everyone says we're close.”

208 NOVEMBER 2006 www.redbookmag.com

FROM TOP: BILL CRAMER/WONDERFUL MACHINE, ELENA DORFMANN



BllLL CRAMER/MWONDERFUL MACHINE.

blending Into
one family

When Dina met Paul 11 years ago, she knew that marriage
would be a package deal: Paul, a chef, had sole custody
of his two young daughters. Dina, a human resources
manager, became a mother to Paul’s girls, and the two of
them have since added three more kids to the mix.

DINA: “Paul was such a
playful, loving dad. That's
part of what attracted me
to him. Still, becoming an
instant mom did have its
challenges. | loved the
girls from the start—that
was never a problem.
But going from being a
single 20-something to
trying to figure out what
to do with two little girls
all day on a Saturday
when my husband was at
work—that was tough!

THE JENNEYS: Dina, 37,
Paul, 38, and clockwise
from left, Paul Jr., 7,
Isabella, 5, Celia, 15, and
Hillary, 11 (not pictured:
Patrick, 1); Phoenixville, PA.

Eventually | figured out
things to do that we all
enjoyed, but it took time
to get the hang of it—

| guess just like it does
for any new mom.

“We have five kids
now, but | never say |
have two stepkids and
three children. The girls
know I'm their mom as
much as | am for the
younger kids. Maybe it
was easier for all of us
because the girls were
s0 young—ithey didn't
have memaries of their
parents being together.
And the younger kids
have never known
anything different,
although it was tricky
explaining to them that
the girls have a differ-
ent mother—how I'm
their mom, but they
were in someone else’s
tummy. That's a lot for a
4-year-old to get!

“Normally, you don't
get to pick your family,
but we chose one
another, and we've made
it work. | still tell all the
kids the fairy-tale version
of when | met their dad
and how we all became
one big happy family."
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